
THE WORD OF THE LORD : TODAY'S SCRIPTURE READINGS
At the Solemn Eucharist at 11 o'clock 

In today's Old Testament reading we have the well-known and quite moving portrait of the
Lord, the ever-present father, attempting to raise the recalcitrant child Israel. It a poignant
scene as the Lord withhold his anger and extends compassion to Israel. A similarly moving
portrait of the steadfast love of God is sketched in Psalm 107, a song of thanksgiving. The
second reading today, from Colossians, presents a profile of behaviour that results from
our union with Christ. The Gospel contains Jesus's parable of the rich man whose fields
produced abundantly but whose life was focused only on accumulating more.

FIRST READING: Hosea 11.1-11 
When Israel was a child, I loved him, and out of Egypt I called my son. The more I
called them, the more they went from me; they kept sacrificing to the Baals, and
offering incense to idols. Yet it was I who taught Ephraim to walk, I took them up in
my arms; but they did not know that I healed them. I led them with cords of human
kindness, with bands of love. I was to them like those who lift infants to their cheeks.
I bent down to them and fed them. They shall return to the land of Egypt, and Assyria
shall be their king, because they have refused to return to me. The sword rages in their
cities, it consumes their oracle-priests, and devours because of their schemes. My
people are bent on turning away from me. To the Most High they call, but he does not
raise them up at all. How can I give you up, Ephraim? How can I hand you over, O
Israel? How can I make  you like Admah? How can I treat you like Zeboiim? My
heart recoils within me; my compassion grows warm and tender. I will not execute my
fierce anger; I will not again destroy Ephraim; for I am God and no mortal, the Holy
One in your midst, and I will not come in wrath. They shall go after the LORD, who
roars like a lion; when he roars, his children shall come trembling from the west. They
shall come trembling like birds from Egypt, and like doves from the land of Assyria;
and I will return them to their homes, says the LORD.

The word of the Lord     R/. Thanks be to God

PSALM: 107.1-9,43—Confitemini Domino; Tone I,2 

1 O GIVE thanks unto the Lord, for he is gra-cious : 
and his mercy endur-eth for ëv-ër.

2 Let them give thanks whom the Lord hath re-deem-ed : 
and delivered from ad-vër-siN-tÿ;

3 And gathered them out of the lands, from the east and from the west : 
from the north and fröm theN soüth.

4 They that wandered in the wilderness, even in a de-sert place : 
found no way to a ci-ty where mën dwëlt.

5 Hungry and thir-sty : their soul faint-ed ïn thëm.
6 So they cried unto the Lord in their trou-ble : 

and he delivered them from thëir disN-trëss.
7 He led them forth by the right way : 

that they might go to a ci-ty where mën dwëlt.

8 O that men would therefore praise the Lord for his good-ness : 
and declare the wonders that he doeth for the chil-dren öf mën!

9 For he satisfieth the emp-ty soul : 
and filleth the hungry soul with göod-nëss.

43 Whoso is wise will ponder these things : 
and they shall understand the loving-kind-ness öf theN Lörd.

SECOND READING: Colossians 3.1-11
If you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is,
seated at the right hand of God. Set your minds on things that are above, not on things
that are on earth, for you have died and your life is hidden with Christ in God. When
Christ who is your life is revealed, then you also will be revealed with him in glory.
Put to death, therefore, whatever in you is earthly: fornication, impurity, passion, evil
desire, and greed (which is idolatry). On account of these the wrath of God is coming
on those who are disobedient. These are the ways you also once followed, when you
were living that life. But now you must get rid of all such things — anger, wrath,
malice, slander, and abusive language from your mouth. Do not lie to one another,
seeing that you have stripped off the old self with its practices and have clothed
yourselves with the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge according to the
image of its creator. In that renewal there is no longer Greek and Jew, circumcised and
uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave and free; but Christ is all and in all!

The word of the Lord
R/. Thanks be to God

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: Matthew 5.3
Alleluia. Alleluia. Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
Alleluia.

GOSPEL: Luke 12.13-21
R/. Glory be to thee, O Lord

And one of the company said unto Jesus, Master, speak to my brother, that he divide
the inheritance with me. And he said unto him, Man, who made me a judge or a
divider over you? And he said unto them, Take heed, and beware of covetousness: for
a man's life consisteth not in the abundance of the things which he possesseth. And he
spake a parable unto them, saying, The ground of a certain rich man brought forth
plentifully: And he thought within himself, saying, What shall I do, because I have no
room where to bestow my fruits? And he said, This will I do: I will pull down my
barns, and build greater; and there will I bestow all my fruits and my goods. And I will
say to my soul, Soul, thou hast much goods laid up for many years; take thine ease,
eat, drink, and be merry. But God said unto him, Thou fool, this night thy soul shall
be required of thee: then whose shall those things be, which thou hast provided? So
is he that layeth up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God. 

The Gospel of Christ
R/. Praise be to thee, O Christ C-18/11


