
Saint Thomas's Huron Street

A Festival of 

Nine Lessons 

and Carols

The Fourth Sunday in Advent

at seven o'clock p.m.

ORGAN: La Nativité  Jean Langlais

When the bell rings the people stand and turn around to face the Narthex.

The choir sings the first two verses.

     Solo                NCE IN ROYAL DAVID 'S cityO Stood a lowly cattle shed,

Where a mother laid her baby

In a manger for his bed:

Mary was that mother mild,
JESUS CHRIST her little Child.

     Choir 2 He came down to earth from heaven 
Who is GOD and LORD of all,

And his shelter was a stable,
And his cradle was a stall:

With the poor and mean and lowly,
Lived on earth our SAVIOUR holy.

     All 3 And through all his wondrous childhood 
Day by day like us he grew,

He was little, weak and helpless,
Tears and smiles like us he knew:

And he feeleth for our sadness,
And he shareth in our gladness.

4 And our eyes at last shall see him,
Through his own redeeming love,

For that Child so dear and gentle,
Is our LORD in heaven above:

And he leads his children on
To the place where he is gone.

5 Not in that poor lowly stable,
With the oxen standing by,

We shall see him: but in heaven,
Set at GOD 's right hand on high,

Where like stars his children crowned,
All in white shall wait around.

IRBY Mrs. C. F. Alexander 18418-95
H.J. Gauntlett 1805-76
Revised by A.H. Mann 1850-1929



BIDDING PRAYER AND LORD 'S PRAYER

concludes with these words:
THE ALMIGHTY GOD bless us with his grace: CHRIST give us the joys
of everlasting life: and unto the fellowship of the citizens above may
the King of Angels bring us all.  Amen

The people sit.

CAROL: (Sung by the Choir)
Please see accompanying leaflet

FIRST LESSON:  Genesis 3.8-15, 17-19
GOD tells sinful Adam that he has lost the life of Paradise, 

and that his seed will bruise the serpent's head.
(Read by one of the Young People of the Congregation)

       ND THEY HEARD the voice of the LORD God walking in the garden in the A cool of the day: and Adam and his wife hid themselves from the presence
of the LORD God amongst the trees of the garden. And the LORD God called
unto Adam, and said unto him, Where art thou? And he said, I heard thy voice
in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself. And he
said, Who told thee that thou wast naked? Hast thou eaten of the tree, whereof
I commanded thee that thou shouldest not eat? And the man said, The woman
whom thou gavest to be with me, she gave me of the tree, and I did eat. And the
LORD God said unto the woman, What is this that thou hast done? And the
woman said, The serpent beguiled me, and I did eat. And the LORD God said
unto the serpent, Because thou hast done this, thou art cursed above all cattle,
and above every beast of the field; upon thy belly shalt thou go, and dust shalt
thou eat all the days of thy life: And I will put enmity between thee and the
woman, and between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou
shalt bruise his heel. And unto Adam he said, Because thou hast hearkened unto
the voice of thy wife, and hast eaten of the tree, of which I commanded thee,
saying, Thou shalt not eat of it: cursed is the ground for thy sake; in sorrow shalt
thou eat of it all the days of thy life; thorns also and thistles shall it bring forth
to thee; and thou shalt eat the herb of the field; in the sweat of thy face shalt thou
eat bread, till thou return unto the ground; for out of it wast thou taken: for dust
thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return.

CAROL: (Sung by the Choir)
Please see accompanying leaflet

SECOND LESSON:  Genesis 22.15-18 
GOD promises to faithful Abraham that in his seed 

shall all the nations of the earth be blessed.
(Read by a Member of the Choir)

      ND THE ANGEL of the LORD called unto Abraham out of heaven the second A time, and said, By myself have I sworn, saith the LORD, for because thou
hast done this thing, and hast not withheld thy son, thine only son: That in
blessing I will bless thee, and in multiplying I will multiply thy seed as the stars
of the heaven, and as the sand which is upon the sea shore; and thy seed shall
possess the gate of his enemies; and in thy seed shall all the nations of the earth
be blessed; because thou hast obeyed my voice.

CAROL: (Sung by the Choir)
Please see accompanying leaflet

THIRD LESSON:  Isaiah 9.2, 6-7 
The prophet foretells the coming of the SAVIOUR.

(Read by an Acolyte)

       HE PEOPLE THAT walked in darkness have seen a great light: they that dwellT in the land of the shadow of death, upon them hath the light shined. For
unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon
his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty
God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace. Of the increase of his
government and peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of David, and upon
his kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with judgment and with justice from
henceforth even for ever. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will perform this.

HYMN 
(Please stand and join in singing.)

           LITTLE TOWN of BethlehemO How still we see thee lie;
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep

The silent stars go by:
Yet in thy dark streets shineth
The everlasting Light;

The hopes and fears of all the years
Are met in thee to-night.



2 O morning stars, together
Proclaim the holy birth,

And praises sing to GOD the King,
And peace to men on earth!

For CHRIST is born of Mary;
And gathered all above,

While mortals sleep, the angels keep
Their watch of wondering love.

Choir 3 How silently, how silently,
alone The wondrous gift is given!

So GOD imparts to human hearts
The blessings of his heaven:

No ear may hear his coming;
But in this world of sin,

Where meek souls will receive him, still
The dear CHRIST enters in.

4 O Holy Child of Bethlehem,
Descend to us, we pray;

Cast out our sin, and enter in;
Be born in us to-day.

We hear the heavenly angels
The great glad tidings tell:

O come to us, abide with us,
Our LORD Immanuel.

FOREST GREEN Phillips Brooks 1835-93
English Traditional Melody

(Please be seated at the conclusion of the Hymn.)

FOURTH LESSON:  Isaiah 11.1-3a,4a,6-9 
The peace that CHRIST will bring is foreshown. 

(Read by a Member of the Altar Guild)

     ND THERE SHALL COME forth a rod out of the stem of Jesse, and a Branch A  shall grow out of his roots: And the spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him,
the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit
of knowledge and of the fear of the LORD; and shall make him of quick
understanding in the fear of the LORD; but with righteousness shall he judge the
poor, and reprove with equity for the meek of the earth. The wolf also shall
dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the kid; and the calf and
the young lion and the fatling together; and a little child shall lead them. And the

cow and the bear shall feed; their young ones shall lie down together: and the
lion shall eat straw like the ox. And the sucking child shall play on the hole of
the asp, and the weaned child shall put his hand on the cockatrice' den. They
shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy mountain: for the earth shall be full of
the knowledge of the LORD, as the waters cover the sea.

CAROL: (Sung by the Choir)
Please see accompanying leaflet

FIFTH LESSON:  Luke 1.26-35, 38 
The Angel Gabriel salutes the Blessèd Virgin Mary.

(Read by the Organist & Choirmaster)

       ND IN THE SIXTH MONTH the angel Gabriel was sent from God unto a cityA of Galilee, named Nazareth, To a virgin espoused to a man whose name
was Joseph, of the house of David; and the virgin's name was Mary. And the
angel came in unto her, and said, Hail, thou that art highly favoured, the Lord
is with thee: blessed art thou among women. And when she saw him, she was
troubled at his saying, and cast in her mind what manner of salutation this
should be. And the angel said unto her, Fear not, Mary: for thou hast found
favour with God. And, behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and bring forth
a son, and shalt call his name JESUS. He shall be great, and shall be called the
Son of the Highest: and the Lord God shall give unto him the throne of his father
David: And he shall reign over the house of Jacob for ever; and of his kingdom
there shall be no end. Then said Mary unto the angel, How shall this be, seeing
I know not a man? And the angel answered and said unto her, The Holy Ghost
shall come upon thee, and the power of the Highest shall overshadow thee:
therefore also that holy thing which shall be born of thee shall be called the Son
of God. And Mary said, Behold the handmaid of the Lord; be it unto me
according to thy word. And the angel departed from her. 

CAROL (Sung by the Choir)

Please see accompanying leaflet

SIXTH LESSON:  Luke 2.1, 3-7 
Saint Luke tells of the birth of CHRIST.

(Read by a lay member of the congregation)

       ND IT CAME TO PASS in those days, that there went out a decree from CæsarA Augustus, that all the world should be taxed. And all went to be taxed,
every one into his own city. And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the
city of Nazareth, into Judæa, unto the city of David, which is called Bethlehem;



(because he was of the house and lineage of David:) To be taxed with Mary his
espoused wife, being great with child. And so it was, that, while they were there,
the days were accomplished that she should be delivered. And she brought forth
her firstborn son, and wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a
manger; because there was no room for them in the inn. 

CAROL (Sung by the Choir)
Please see accompanying leaflet

SEVENTH LESSON:  Luke 2.8-16 
The shepherds go to the manger.

(Read by the Assistant Priest)

      ND THERE WERE in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keepingA watch over their flock by night. And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon
them, and the glory of the Lord shone round about them: and they were sore
afraid. And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good
tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. For unto you is born this day
in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord. And this shall be a sign
unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a
manger. And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host
praising God, and saying, Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good
will toward men. And it came to pass, as the angels were gone away from them
into heaven, the shepherds said one to another, Let us now go even unto
Bethlehem, and see this thing which is come to pass, which the Lord hath made
known unto us. And they came with haste, and found Mary, and Joseph, and the
babe lying in a manger. 

HYMN 
(Please stand and join in singing)

         OD REST YOU merry, gentlemenG  Let nothing you dismay,
For JESUS CHRIST our Saviour
Was born upon this day,
To save us all from Satan's power

When we were gone astray:
O tidings of comfort and joy,

O tidings of comfort and joy.

Choir 2 From GOD our heavenly FATHER

alone   A blessèd angel came,
And unto certain shepherds
  Brought tidings of the same,
How that in Bethlehem was born

The SON of GOD by name:

All 3 The shepherds at those tidings
  Rejoicèd much in mind,
And left their flocks a-feeding,
  In tempest, storm and wind,
And went to Bethlehem straightway

This blessèd Babe to find:

Choir 4 But when to Bethlehem they came,
alone   Whereat this infant lay,

They found him in a manger,
  Where oxen feed on hay;
His mother Mary kneeling,

Unto the LORD did pray:

All 5 Now to the LORD sing praises,
  All you within this place,
And with true love and brotherhood
  Each other now embrace;
This holy tide of Christmas

All others doth deface:
O tidings of comfort and joy.

O tidings of comfort and joy.
London Carol Melody English Traditional
Ar. David Wilcocks

(Please be seated at the conclusion of the Hymn.)

EIGHTH LESSON: Matthew 2.1-11 
The wise men are led by the star to JESUS.

(Read by a Churchwarden)

         OW WHEN JESUS was born in Bethlehem of Judæa in the days of Herod N the king, behold, there came wise men from the east to Jerusalem, Saying,
Where is he that is born King of the Jews? for we have seen his star in the east,
and are come to worship him. When Herod the king had heard these things, he
was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him. And when he had gathered all the



chief priests and scribes of the people together, he demanded of them where
Christ should be born. And they said unto him, In Bethlehem of Judæa: for thus
it is written by the prophet, And thou Bethlehem, in the land of Juda, art not the
least among the princes of Juda: for out of thee shall come a Governor, that shall
rule my people Israel. Then Herod, when he had privily called the wise men,
inquired of them diligently what time the star appeared. And he sent them to
Bethlehem, and said, Go and search diligently for the young child; and when ye
have found him, bring me word again, that I may come and worship him also.
When they had heard the king, they departed; and, lo, the star, which they saw
in the east, went before them, till it came and stood over where the young child
was. When they saw the star, they rejoiced with exceeding great joy. And when
they were come into the house, they saw the young child with Mary his mother,
and fell down, and worshipped him: and when they had opened their treasures,
they presented unto him gifts; gold, and frankincense, and myrrh. 

CAROL (Sung by the choir)
Please see accompanying leaflet

All stand for the reading of the concluding lesson.

NINTH LESSON:  John 1.1-14 
Saint John unfolds the great mystery of the Incarnation.

(Read by the Rector)

    N THE BEGINNING was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word I was God. The same was in the beginning with God. All things were made by
him; and without him was not any thing made that was made. In him was life;
and the life was the light of men. And the light shineth in darkness; and the
darkness comprehended it not. There was a man sent from God, whose name
was John. The same came for a witness, to bear witness of the Light, that all
men through him might believe. He was not that Light, but was sent to bear
witness of that Light. That was the true Light, which lighteth every man that
cometh into the world. He was in the world, and the world was made by him,
and the world knew him not. He came unto his own, and his own received him
not. But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of
God, even to them that believe on his name: Which were born, not of blood, nor
of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God. And the Word was
made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the
only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth. 

HYMN

A collection will be taken up. Please give as generously 
as you can; this church and its services depend 

upon the support of people like you.

    COME ALL ye faithful,O   Joyful and triumphant,
 O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem;

Come and behold him 
Born the King of angels:

O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him,

O come, let us adore him, CHRIST the LORD.

2 GOD of GOD, 
Light of Light,

 Lo, he abhors not the Virgin's womb;
Very GOD, 
Begotten, not created;

3 Sing, choirs of angels, 
Sing in exultation,

 Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above,
Glory to GOD 
In the highest;

4 See how the Shepherds,
Summoned to his cradle,

 Leaving their flocks, draw nigh with lowly fear;
We too will thither
Bend our joyful footsteps:

O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him,

O come, let us adore him, CHRIST the LORD.

ADESTE FIDELIS From the 18th cent. Latin
J.F Wade's Cantus Diversi, 1751 Tr F. Oakley, W.T. Brookes, and others

At the conclusion of the hymn all kneel.

CONCLUDING PRAYER AND BLESSING



HYMN

ARK! THE HERALD angels sing,H  Glory to the new-born King,
Peace on earth, and mercy mild,

GOD and sinners reconciled.
Joyful, all ye nations, rise,

Join the triumph of the skies;
With the angelic host proclaim.

`CHRIST is born in Bethlehem.'
Hark! the herald angels sing
Glory to the new-born King.

2 CHRIST, by highest heaven adored,
CHRIST, the everlasting LORD,

Late in time behold him come,
Offspring of a Virgin's womb.

Veiled in flesh the Godhead see!
Hail, the Incarnate Deity!

Pleased as Man with man to dwell,
JESUS, our Emmanuel.

3 Hail, the heaven-born Prince of peace!
Hail, the Sun of Righteousness!

Light and life to all he brings,
Risen with healing in his wings.

Mild he lays his glory by,
Born that man no more may die,

Born to raise the sons of earth,
Born to give them second birth.

MENDELSSOHN Charles Wesley 1707-88
From a chorus by Felix Mendelssohn-Bartholdy 1809-47
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