
THE WORD OF THE LORD : TODAY'S SCRIPTURE READINGS
At the Solemn Eucharist at 11 o'clock

FIRST SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS

The First Sunday After Christmas is traditionally associated with the Holy Family. The Lucan

account of the boy Jesus with his parents in Jerusalem at the time of Passover sets that theme.

The reading from 1 Samuel 2 is the story  of another precious boy, Samuel, and it includes the

lines quoted in the Gospel lection. Psalm 148 is a hymn of praise, primarily for God's creation,

but it also calls on all peoples to praise God who "has raised up a horn for his people." The

passage from Colossians calls attention to those virtues especially important in family life,

providing a catalogue of Christian virtues.

FIRST READING: 1 Samuel 2.18-20,26
Samuel was ministering before the Lord, a boy wearing a linen ephod. His mother
used to make for him a little robe and take it to him each year, when she went up
with her husband to offer the yearly sacrifice. Then Eli would bless Elkanah and
his wife, and say, "May the Lord repay you with children by this woman for the
gift that she made to the Lord"; and then they would return to their home. Now the
boy Samuel continued to grow both in stature and in favour with the Lord and
with the people.

The word of the Lord
R/. Thanks be to God

PSALM 148—Laudate Dominum; Tone VII,6

 1 O PRAISE the Lord from the hea-vens : praise him inN the heïghts.
 2 Praise him, all ye an-gels of his : praise him, allN his höst.
 3 Praise him, sunN and moon : praise him, all ye starsN of lïght.
 4 Praise him, all ye hea-vens : and ye waters that are a-bove the hea-vëns.
 5 Let them praise the Name of the Lord : 

for he commanded and they were cre-a-tëd.
 6 He hath made them fast for ev-erN and ev-er : 

he hath given them a law which shall not be bro-kën.
 7 Praise the Lord from the earth : ye dra-gons andN all deëps;
 8 Fire and hail, snow and va-pour : wind and storm, ful-fill-ing his wörd;
 9 Moun-tainsN and all hills : fruitful trees and äll ce-därs;
10 Beasts and allN cat-tle : creeping things and fea-ther-ed föwls;
11 Kings of the earth, andN all peo-ples : princes and all judg-es ofN the wörld;
12 Young men and maid-ensN to-ge-ther : old men and chil-drën;
13 Let them praise the Name of the Lord : 

for his Name only is excellent, and his glory above hea-ven and eärth.
14 He shall exalt the horn of his peo-pl.; all his saints shall praise him : 

even the children of Israel, even the peo-pleN that servN-eth hïm.

SECOND READING: Colossians 3.12-17
As God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion,
kindness, humility, meekness, and patience. Bear with one another and, if anyone
has a complaint against another, forgive each other; just as the Lord has forgiven
you, so you also must forgive. Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds
everything together in perfect harmony. And let the peace of Christ rule in your
hearts, to which indeed you were called in the one body. And be thankful. Let the
word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach and admonish one another in all wisdom;
and with gratitude in your hearts sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to God.
And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord
Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.

The word of the Lord
R/. Thanks be to God

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: Colossians 3.15,16
Alleluia. Alleluia.  Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts; let the word of
Christ dwell in you richly. Alleluia. 

GOSPEL: Luke 2.41-52
R/. Glory be to thee, O Lord

Now Jesus' parents went to Jerusalem every year at the feast of the passover. And
when he was twelve years old, they went up to Jerusalem after the custom of the
feast. And when they had fulfilled the days, as they returned, the child Jesus
tarried behind in Jerusalem; and Joseph and his mother knew not of it. But they,
supposing him to have been in the company, went a day's journey; and they
sought him among their kinsfolk and acquaintance. And when they found him not,
they turned back again to Jerusalem, seeking him. And it came to pass, that after
three days they found him in the temple, sitting in the midst of the doctors, both
hearing them, and asking them questions. And all that heard him were astonished
at his understanding and answers. And when they saw him, they were amazed:
and his mother said unto him, Son, why hast thou thus dealt with us? behold, thy
father and I have sought thee sorrowing. And he said unto them, How is it that ye
sought me? wist ye not that I must be about my Father's business? And they
understood not the saying which he spake unto them. And he went down with
them, and came to Nazareth, and was subject unto them: but his mother kept all
these sayings in her heart. And Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, and in
favour with God and man. 

The Gospel of Christ
R/. Praise be to thee, O Christ
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